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Local civic leaders and businessmen made the case this week for fiber
optics as a way to wire Inland Southern California for the future.
They met with their counterparts throughout California in a two-day
roundtable discussion by the California Emerging Technology Fund. It
took place Thursday and Friday at the Mission Inn in Riverside and was
attended by more than two dozen people.
One of the purposes of the conference was to close the “digital divide,”
the gap between haves and have-nots in a world increasingly dependent
on the Internet to meet basic needs. Broadband is increasingly required
not just for entertainment, but for communicating with health
professionals and government.
And the Inland area will need to be linked together by fiber to remain economically competive, speakers
asserted.
They included Steve Reneker, who helped set up SmartRiverside before moving on to become general
manager for the city of Los Angeles’ Information Technology Agency.
Cities such as Riverside and Loma Linda have taken steps to go digital, but isolated efforts aren’t enough,
said Emil Marzullo, CEO of P3 Global Solutions and former executive director of the city of San Bernardino’s
Economic Development Agency.
“A digital city is a failure,” he said. “It’s a digital region. We cannot stand alone as digital cties. The Inland
Empire is a region, and there’s not a city in this region that will be able to do it alone.”
Marzullo was part of a panel put together by the Inland Empire Regional Broadband Consortium, one of 16
consortiums in the Calfiornia Emerging Technology Fund.
Its goals include getting fiber optic cable run into neighborhoods where carriers such as ATT and Verizon
FIOS don’t offer it; wiring public housing for broadband; increasing the availability of free wi-fi in libraries,
community centers and other public places; educating people to use computers; taking city hall operations
online; mapping fiber optics; and developing partnerships between government, business, nonprofits and atrisk youth to find cheap ways to pay for it all.
The ultimate goal is to make Inland Southern California “future-proof,” to equip it for the kind of technology that
will keep it from becoming obsolete.
Marzullo described the region as a sleeping giant, the way Orange County was in the 1970s. He said it is
characterized by first-class colleges, such as UC Riverside and the University of Redlands, but unable to
keep the graduates.
He said it might not be able to keep its logistics industry, which has become an ecomonic driver, without a

high-speed Internet network if the widened Panama Canal and the upcoming Nicaragua Canal make it
possible to ship goods to other regions of the United States in fewer days than it takes for container ships to
visit the twin ports of Los Angeles now.
“Trucking is not where it’s at,” Marzullo said. “It’s the distribution – getting it in, getting it out. That requires
communication, coordination, being able to manage supply chain distribution. Our only advantage is to shave
two days off with technology.”
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